ST. GABRIEL THE ARCHANGEL
CATHOLIC CHURCH

SUNDAY, APRIL 5, 2026

MATTHEW 28:6

BELONG, BELIEVE, BECOME

Here at St. Gabriel, we strive to embrace these values:
Belong (You are loved here) Believe (Discover Christ with us)
Become (Be transformed)
Whoever you are, wherever you are in faith or life, if church is new to you,
or you've been away - you are always welcome here. When you feel called
to make this place your spiritual home, we warmly invite you to join our
parish family by visiting, calling, or emailing the parish office.

MASS SCHEDULE

Weekend Masses
Saturday | 5:00pm (Vigil)
Sunday | 8:00am, 10:00am
11:30am, 6:00pm
Weekday Masses
Monday | 9:00am
Tuesday | 6:30am, 9:00am
Wednesday | 6:30am, 9:00am
Thursday | 6:30am, 9:00am
Friday | 9:00am
Saturday | 9:00am

y Holy Days | See bulletin for schedule

| CONTACT US

88 East Saddle River Road
Saddle River, N) 07458
Phone: (201) 327-5663
E-mail: office@stgabrielsr.org
Website: stgabrielsr.org

PARISH STAFF

Rev. Frank J. Fano
Administrator, ext. 302
ffano@stgabrielsr.org

Maureen Straut
Office Administrator, ext. 301
mstraut@stgabrielsr.org

Frances Ferraro
Pastoral Associate
fferraro@stgabrielsr.org

Dr. Melody Chen
Director of Music

melodychen913@gmail.com

Erin MacArthur-Leal
Director of Communications
erin.stgabes@gmail.com

Amanda Perfetti, M.Ed, M.S.
Director of Religious Education
aperfetti@stgabrielsr.org

SOCIAL MEDIA
Facebook /st Gabriel the Archangel
Instagram /stgabrielsr

YouTube /stgabrielsr



Sunday, April 5, 2026 | Easter Sunday F

FROM THE ADMINISTRATOR
HAPPY EASTER!

If this is your first time with us, your first time in a long time:
welcome!

If you're not a church person, a skeptic, or you were dragged
here...even if you think this whole thing is nonsense or superstition
- I'm especially glad you're here. Really. Hopefully, we can be a
church that people who don't like church, actually like!

I’'m going to level with you: Easter used to be the most stressful day
of the year. So many people show up, and as a priest, you feel this
pressure: “If | do an amazing job, maybe they’ll come...twice a
year” And underneath that is an even bigger pressure: “I’ve got to
convince people that Jesus really rose from the dead.”

Christmas? That's easy. Everybody loves a baby. Birth is natural.
Christmas is warm, nostalgic (even if the whole “God being born”
stretches things a bit).

But Easter? It’s not natural. People don't rise from the dead. If
anything, Easter might push some people further into doubt: “OK,
the Virgin Birth is one thing — but the Resurrection? That'’s too far”
And honestly, | get that. I'm a natural skeptic myself.

But here’s what I've come to realize: it's not my job to make anyone
believe. Faith isn’t about forcing answers or winning arguments.
Too often, Christians think if they just say the right words and say
them often — voilal people will just suddenly "get it." (But there
usually going on about moral or hot-button issues. Meanwhile,
they'll rarely speak about the essentials: Jesus. Easter. The
resurrection.)

In the end, it really comes down to this: either he rose, or he’s still
dead.

And yes, Christians make a bold claim: he rose. He’s alive. He’s
here, even now, and life is found in him. But even saying that — |
know — it can go right over our heads. So maybe this is a better
place to land: you don’t have to have it all figured out today. You
don’t have to be convinced by a homily or a bulletin article. But it's
worth asking the question.

A whole movement was born from that first Easter. Ordinary people
suddenly empowered, willing to suffer, even be killed, because
they were convinced that they had seen something real. Not an
idea. Not a philosophy. A Person — alive! And that’s really the heart
of it.

Christianity doesn’t begin with a rulebook or a list of moral
demands. It begins with an event. An empty tomb. A claim that
refuses to go away.

And maybe you're not there. Maybe “he rose” still feels like too
much. That’s OK. But if there’s even a small part of you that
wonders, "what if it’s true?"” then, stay with that. Follow that
question. Because Easter isn’t just about something that happened
back then — it's about what could happen now. The claim isn’t just
that Jesus rose long ago, but that he’s alive and still meeting people,
still changing lives, bringing "dead" people back to life again, still
offering hope where there doesn't seem to be any. And he didn't
do this by pressure or arguments. He does it, personally.

...continued from previous column

If it IS true, that will eventually bring me to a place of decision. But, for
right now, stay with the question. Wrestle it out.

So, whether you come here every week, twice a year, or this is your
first time in church in a long time: this is a place for you. A place to
question. A place to doubt. A place to look again. A place to peek
inside the empty tomb and wonder, "what if it's true?" And maybe, just
maybe, a place to encounter something real.

STAY CONNECTED WITH US BEYOND EASTER!

Allow us to be connected with you through Flocknote, a
communication service we use to send out updates, announcements,
and parish news — delivered straight to you through email (see the QR
code in this bulletin to register). Follow us on Instagram and Facebook
to stay encouraged, see what'’s happening in our community, and share
in parish life throughout the week. We've begun to livestream our
10am Sunday Mass on both Facebook and YouTube, so subscribe there,
too! (Daily Masses are streamed on YouTube only) However you prefer
to connect, we'd love to stay in touch with you!

Know | pray for you and your families every single day. I'm so blessed
to find myself here at St. Gabriel's. | happen to think we're having fun!
Keep me in your prayers as well.

Friends, know you are loved.
Happy Easter!

Fr. Frank

The Sacrament of Baptism

We're delighted to welcome your child into the life of Christ.
Baptisms are celebrated on the first and third Saturdays of
each month at 12:00pm (not celebrated during Lent, except in
cases of serious need). First-time parents are required to attend a
Baptism Preparation class.

The Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults (OCIA)
Adults seeking Baptism, Confirmation, or Eucharist are invited to
contact Frances Ferraro.

" The Sacrament of Marriage

~ Congratulations! To begin marriage
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preparation, contact Fr. Frank Fano.

The Sacrament of
Reconciliation
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"(E‘; Saturdays 4:00-4:45 PM, or by
€ appointment.
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Ministry to the Sick &
Homebound

If you or a loved one would like Holy
Communion brought to your

home, please contact the parish
office.

Frances Ferraro: fferraro@stgabrielsr.org
Fr. Frank Fano: ffano@stgabrielsr.org
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THE KNIGHTS CORNER ANNUAIL“APPEAL

The Knights of Columbus

were happy to actively The 2026 Annual Appeal is now underway!

participated in Holy Week. Each year, our parish reaches its goal, helping to support essential

Key activities included ministries of our Archdiocese. This year's goal is $78,840 - and
together, we can do it again. Gifts to the Annual Appeal support

lectoring, acting as ushers,
serving as Extraordinary priest and seminarian formation, Catholic schools, social services

Ministers of the Eucharist, singing in the
choir, and even donating the wood and
tending to the fire during the Easter Vigil.
Our involvement aimed to deepen the
faith of all parishioners through the
Easter Triduum.

for those in need, pastoral care, and programs that strengthen parish life
across our Archdiocese.

Please prayerfully consider participating.
You may give online at rcan.org/sharing (select our parish), or
scan the QR code.

Thanks to all who supported our annual

Easter plant sale. See next week’s bulletin ]
SRy [aaks ¢ PRESIDERS’ SCHEDULE

» “~  April4-5 April 11- 12
Heppy Esster Io 8l |pyevess Fques: g  Sat 8:00pm- Fr. Frank Sat 5:00pm- Fr. Frank
(French). Felices Pascuas (Spanish). Buona N =~ 0P ; i P ) )
Pasqua (Italian). Frohe Ostern (German). Z 2=~ Sun 8:00am- Bishop Saporito Sun 8:00am- Fr. Charlie

Velykodnem  (Ukrainian). Feliz Pascoa kY ) — Sun 10:00am- Fr. Frank Sun 10:00am- Fr. Frank
(Portuguese). Vrolijk Pasen (Dutch). Khristos ; Sun 12:00N- Fr. Frank Sun 11:30am- Fr. Frank
Voskres (Russian). Chag pascha same\'ach No 6:00pm Sun 6:00pm- Fr. Anthony

(Hebrew). Happy Easta (Jersey City). No
matter how you say it, the message is the

same: Christ is Risen! - Truly He is Risen! ' ! s T a g- c o n n e c T e D

The next Saint Gabriel's Knights of

Columbus council meeting is scheduled THROUGH FLOCKNOTE &

for Monday, April 13, starting with a social NEVER MISS A PARISH EVENT AGAIN
gathering at 6:30pm, followed by our

business meeting at 7:00pm. The officers ! -

. Join us on FLOCKNOTE: The fastest and most reliable way to share

to end each business meeting by 8:00pm. parish news, upcoming events, and last-minute schedule changes.

We encourage all Brother Knights to attend, To receive emails from St. Gabriel's, sign up here

especially those we haven't seen in a while. https://stgabrielsr.flocknote.com/home, or scan the QR Code:

If you are interested in joining the St.
Gabriel's Knights of Columbus, contact a
current member or send us an email at
knights@stgabrielsr.org.

Did you know? Easter traditions are rooted
in ancient spring festivals and Christian
history, featuring the egg as a symbol of
new life. Originating from German folklore,
the Easter Bunny was historically a hare
that left colored eggs for children. The
White House Easter Egg Roll tradition
began in 1878, initiated by President
Rutherford B. Hayes. Today, Easter is the
second largest candy-consuming holiday in
the US, with over 90 million chocolate ) -
bunnies produced annually. i ‘ I

FINANCIAL REPORT
The amount of the collection for March‘22 OUR PARISH ;zl\\;;t%r:n’;ﬁ:o E;:i;lef:sstmo
posmssswssayien | commuNTY oD IS UL
available .;t the time of printing and will be IN PRAYER ALL WHO Bill Hamilton Bob Kleinknecht
e o ub e e, ARE SICK OR Joan Massotti Marco Minuto
Thank you, & God bless your generosity. HOMEBOUND. E;Ct::fkT;zr:t:]d scorez/leer”yn Wolf
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Melody
Expert, in home wound H
MASS INTENTIONS caesrvices b board Zima
. certified wound care physician Re/Max Hall of Fame
Saturday: Aprl| 4, 2026 551-218-3790 | www. chesorg.com b 3:;?,“595@?2&'?
9:00am Blessing of Easter Meals : cips

Al

Broker Give Melody

8:00pm Easter Vigil- For the people of the parish
Associate a Jingle!

201-825-6600x315
RE/MAX ..
PROPERTIES Cell: 201-788-4347
SADDLE RIVER melodyzima@gmail.com

Sunday: April 5, 2026 B »
- 1lagnosis and Management of:
8:00am For the people of the parish Ven%us,ArteriaIand%iaheticulcers,
10:00am For the people of the parish Bed sres, auma wounds
12:00Noon For the people of the parish

Monday: April 6, 2026 -
9:00am T William Kelly - r/b Dave Stuhr _a & _\" ROC[( I AND

Tuesday: April 7, 2026 CEMETERY

SINCE 1847
9:00am T Carol Lee Crowley- r/b Carol Lamela A Final Resting Place of Rustic Beauty
Wednesday: April 8, 2026 845-359-0172 | www.rocklandcemetery.org
9:00am t Robert Mattessich - r/b Lina Mattessich info@rocklandcemetery.org

201 Kings Highway, Sparkill, NY 10976

Thursday: April 9, 2026
9:00am T Richard Stefanacci - r/b The Stefanacci Family

Guidance Through Life’s Defining Moments
Friday: April 10, 2026 Serving Individuals, Families, and Business Owners
9:00am T Dorothy Scior - r/b Dave Stuhr

7

Saturday: April 11, 2026
9:00am T Stefan Mazur - r/b Family //
E U= ] RESONATE

5:00pm 1 Emilio & Tiffani Alonso - r/b Donna Alonso

WEALTH PARTNERS
Sunday: April 12, 2026

8:00am t Dave Gilsenan - r/b John and Anne Krautheim
10:00am T Anthony Picinic, Jr - r/b Mom & Dad

11:30am T Richard Stefanacci - r/b The Stefanacci Family
6:00pm Special Intention

Fiduciary Wealth Management
Financial Planning

Investment Management
Retirement Planning

N v i= ([ad=1
J J \)\/JJ J J =3 | /J ) rg_’_\ J = Downtown Ridgewood | 45 N. Broad St. | 201-735-2200

www.resonatewealthpartners.com

Securities and advisory services offered through LPL Financial, a registered investment advisor. Member FINRA & SIPC.

NEED A HAND, OR NEED
ME TO HANDLE IT?

Transportation & Appointments
G rI s h q G IVI N G Property Management and Home Projects
Personal Organization, Bills, Paperwork

Travel Planning, Companion for Outings

Just a|m yOUI’ phone camera at the Spanish and English Communication
QR Code and follow the link.
Thank you for your support!

Report Financial Misconduct Confidentially _ Phoebe Quinn
If you suspect financial misconduct, use EthicsPoint, an independent and 571 294-5143
confidential reporting tool that helps the Archdiocesan community address

issues while promoting positive parish, school and workplace environments. TI;;OccasionalExe
Visit www.rcan.org for the hotline and reporting link.

@ st 6abriel Saddle River, NJ 03-0374



QP OF THE LINE

Custom Homes, Additions & Interior
Remodeling, Kitchens & Bathrooms,
Generators

Free Estimates - Fully Insured

201-493-9340

topofthelinecontracting.com

NJ Contractor License # 13VH00695000
NJ Builders License # 038797

219 KINDERKAMA
WESTWOOD, NJ

201-664-0292

MARTIN O. SEITZ
MANAGER
NJ LIC. NO. 3889

GOLDEN

® ~ YEARS
% HOMECARE
"~ AGENCY LLC

Personalized and Affordable
In-Home Care Services
Meal Preparation
Ambulatory Assistance - Bathing
Dressing/Grooming
Running Errands
Light Housekeeping
CALL 908-801-9083
www.goldenyearhca.com

CROSSCOUNTRY
MORTGAGE™

Natalie McNaught

Senior Loan Officer
CrossCountry Mortgage LLC
732-242-4936

Mobile 201-638-0003

natalie.mcnaught@ccm.com
NMLS #403879

14 Commerce Drive
Suite 400, Cranford, NJ 07016

Cypress Landscaping B
Transforming Outdoor Spaces with Elegance -
Full serwice landscape company
Brian Dunker - Owner
B: 201-670-9740
C: 201-264-5640

Cypresslandscape.org

Yearly maintenance programs, plantings, hardscapes

| 1

The Best
Notin

s

é Z)»‘ N
allendale
FLOWERS

JENNIFER TAPIA
ADVANCED PLANNING DIRECTOR
NJ LIC. NO. 4821

Sebastian Construction, L.L.C.
Ramsey, NJ 07446

(201) 934-4055

- Landscape Construction
- Concrete Construction
- Paving
- Pavers
- Mason Contracting
- Retaining Wall Systems

www.Becker-funeralhome.com |

THOMAS G. POLITO
DIRECTOR
NJ LIC. NO. 4268

SPRING HOME REPAIRS - FREE ESTIMATES
ROOFING * CHIMNEYS * GUTTERS

MASONRY * SIDEWALKS & STEPS
We Find & Fix Leaks!

A
EXPERT CHIMNEY
& ROOFING

$1100 OFF 20% OFF
i Any New Roof Replacement ; | h‘,}:‘;;}gkﬁ,‘,‘;‘;;‘:‘g&‘:ﬁ;g i

Family Owned/Operated - Lic.#13VH11097900
Bonded & Insured — 20 Years

Sernving AU of New Yernsey

www.allendaleflowers.com 732'520'9554
www.expertchimneyroofing.com

Celebrate Holidays &
Host Your Private Events

B.Y.O.B. . OPEN FOR DINNER
WED-SUN

OPEN EASTER SUNDAY,
MOTHER'S DAY
FATHER'S DAY

611 N MAPLE AVE, HO-HO-KUS, NJ
201.857.4717 ~ STEVESNJ.COM

Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 e Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 e www.4lpi.com

MARINO’S

PLUMBING, INC.
Heating & A/C
Service & Installations
Serving Bergen
& Passaic Counties
Bonded and Insured
Parishioner
Vincent Marino
NJ Plumbing Lic.# 10459
Office: (973) 772-3223
(201) 612-8142

Mercedes-Benz
of Paramus

755 Route 17 S, Paramus, NJ
201-597-7100

03-0374

St. Gabriel, Saddle River, NJ



